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Cautious area health officials 
see drop in virus infection rate 


SLOW PROCESS | County health 
agencies report encouraging trend. 
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Modeling says coronavirus spread is slowing 


Social distancing is lowering transmission of the novel coronavirus so that each infected 
person now appears to be passing the disease on to fewer than one additional person. But 
health officials say progress is precarious and COVID-19 will rebound if social distancing is 
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Will $10K save their businesses? 


SEATTLE GRANTS | Three restaurateurs share where the money’s gone and their plans. 
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AMANDA SNYDER / THE SEATTLE TIMES 
Chera Amlag and her husband, Geo Quibuyen, own Hood Famous Cafe + Bar in the Chinatown International District. 


By TAN VINH 
Seattle Times food writer 
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ON THE WEB 


Read all of our pandemic 
coverage, plus live updates, at 
st.news/coronavirus 


Trump 
halts U.S. 
payments 
to WHO 


PANDEMIC | President 
claims the U.N. agency 
didn’t do enough to 
stop the coronavirus. 


By ANNE GEARAN 
The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump said Tuesday that 
he was cutting off U.S. payments 
to the World Health Organiza- 
tion (WHO) during the corona- 
virus pandemic, accusing the 
United Nations agency of failing 
to do enough to stop the virus 
from spreading when it first 
surfaced in 
China. 

His an- 
nouncement 
came as the 
organization 
helps combat 
the outbreak 
that has killed 
more than 
125,000 people 
and crippled 
world econo- 
mies. 

Trump’s announcement, which 
was expected, came as he seeks 
to deflect blame for his early 
dismissal of the virus as a threat 
to Americans and the U.S. econo- 
my. It is not clear how the United 
States will cut off money to the 
main international organization 
focused on fighting the pandem- 
ic, or whether Trump is setting 
conditions for a resumption of 
U.S. payments. 

“We have not been treated 
properly,” Trump said, as he 
announced a suspension period 
of 60 to 90 days for U.S. funding. 

Trump said the U.S. will 
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What doctors 
on the front 
lines wish 
they'd known 


By JIM DWYER 
The New York Times 
Just about a month ago, people 
stricken with the new coronavi- 
rus started to arrive in unending 
ranks at hospitals in the New 
York metropolitan area, forming 
the white-hot center of the 
pandemic in the United States. 
Now, doctors in the region 
have started sharing on medical 
grapevines what it has been like 


Of the successful applicants, 


did the grant make a dent in 
their stack of bills? Will they 


dipped due to xenophobic fears 
over the coronavirus, this Filipi- 
no bakery actually saw a spike in 


other owners of bars and bistros 
in the Seattle area, struggled to 
make ends meet. 


to re-engineer, on the fly, their 
health care systems, their prac- 
tice of medicine, their personal 


customers because baker and 
co-owner Chera Amlag was a 
James Beard semifinalist for 
Best Chef: Northwest & Pacific, 
said co-owner Geo Quibuyen. 
Any plan they had to piggy- 
back on that accolade was 
dashed a few weeks later when 
Gov. Jay Inslee closed all restau- 
rant dining rooms. Just like that, 


s the state-mandated 
closure of bars and res- 
taurant dining rooms 


approaches the one-month 
mark, Seattle’s eating establish- 
ments are having a tough time. 
To help, the city offered 250 
grants of $10,000 each to small 
businesses. Nearly 9,000 ap- 
plied, many of them restaurants 
in the Chinatown International 
District, Rainier Valley, the 


reopen? How far does $10,000 
go in the current economic 
climate? We checked in with 
three restaurants that received 
grants to see how they’re doing 
in these turbulent times. 


The $10,000 grant covers rent 
at their Chinatown and Ballard 
locations and also saved the jobs 
of three employees — a baker 
and managers — so the bakery 
could launch a dessert-delivery 
service, Quibuyen said. 

“Yep, we, literally Chera and I 
and the cafe manager, we go 

See > RESTAURANTS, A5 


Hood Famous Cafe + Bar 


Just two months ago, at a time 
when foot traffic in the China- 


ered; one patient has died. 

Two staff members at East- 
ern State Hospital, a 317-bed 
facility near Spokane, have 
tested positive. 

Western State staff, increas- 
ingly frustrated by what they 
see as a potential coronavirus 
outbreak, are calling on DSHS 
to take the crisis more serious- 
ly. They want more protective 
medical gear, better screenings 
for symptoms of the virus and 

See > WESTERN, A5 


Coronavirus infections add to pressure 
felt by workers at Western State Hospital 


By DAVID GUTMAN 
AND JOSEPH O’SULLIVAN 
Seattle Times staff reporters 


beds elsewhere in Washington 
for patients ready to be dis- 
charged. 

Now, the coronavirus pan- 
demic is adding a new and 
unprecedented layer of diffi- 
culty at Washington’s largest 
psychiatric hospital, an 850- 
bed facility in Lakewood. 


As of Tuesday, 28 staff mem- 
bers and six patients have 
tested positive for COVID-19, 
the disease caused by the novel 
coronavirus, according to the 
state Department of Social and 
Health Services (DSHS), which 
oversees the hospital. Twenty- 
four staff members have recov- 


Western State Hospital has 
long struggled with an entan- 
glement of challenges: staffing 
shortages, aging buildings 
ill-adapted for 21st-century 
psychiatric care and a lack of 


Rosalyn Lee 
is a nurse at 
Western State 
Hospital. 


lives. 

“What we thought we knew, 
we don’t know,” said Dr. Nile 
Cemalovic, an intensive care 
physician at Lincoln Medical 
Center in the Bronx. 

Medicine routinely remakes 
itself, generation by generation. 
For the disease that drives this 
pandemic, certain ironclad emer- 
gency medical practices have 
dissolved almost overnight. 

The biggest change: Instead of 
quickly sedating people who had 
shockingly low levels of oxygen 
and then putting them on 
mechanical ventilators, many 

See > UNKNOWNS, A16 
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